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the need of romantic and elevated conduct rarely occurs to him ;
and the heroic, if he meets it, appears to him as an exception, not
far removed from the silly." l In particular, most Utilitarians
were convinced that all government was in itself one vast evil.
This was the mentality which was violently attacked by the
Romanticists.
Wordsworth, Coleridge and Southey all began as enthusiasts
for the French Revolution and Wordsworth even wanted to
become a French citizen and to be elected a Deputy to the French
National Convention.2 When war with France broke out their
sympathies were on the side of France, but their mood changed
when the policy of the Jacobins and that of Napoleon became
increasingly aggressive and oppressive. The war in Spain and
the rising tide of national revolt against French domination made
clear the significance of nationality as a force working for libera-
tion. Wordsworth wished for the rebuilding of Europe on
the principle of nationality and in particular for the national
unification of Germany and Italy. " The smaller States must
disappear, and merge in the large nations and wide-spread
languages." At that time he associated nationality with liberty,
but in the period of reaction after the war the poet abandoned
these ideas and became opposed to all reform. Southey and
Coleridge too became staunch Tory. Coleridge was strongly
influenced by German mysticism and metaphysics and was a
Germanophile. Now industrialism. Utilitarianism, liberalism
and democracy were detested by the Romanticists and they
praised the old feudal times, the landed aristocracy and the simple
country-people. Southey and Coleridge were deeply moved by
the sufferings of the industrial workers and contributed to the
awakening of the social conscience. The colonization of the
Empire by the unemployed workers of Britain seemed to them an
urgent task, and in this way they also helped to prepare the
ground for a new Imperialism. As early as 1812 Southey had
the vision of a British Commonwealth of Nations. Burke's idea
of the State and the nation as an organic whole had great influence
on their thought. The whole development of this school shows
a close parallel with that of German Romanticism. But other
English writers like Byron and Shelley remained true to the
original revolutionary spirit of Rorrianticism.
1 Cf. Leslie Stephen, The English Utilitarians, 1900, vol. i, p. 314.
a On the Romanticists cf. Crane Brinton, The Political Ideas of the English Romantic-
ists, 1926; Alfred Cobban, Burke and the Revolt against the i8th Century, a Study of the
Political and Social Thinking of Burke, Wordsworth) Coleridge and Southey, 1929, Murray,
i, p. 161; George Brandes, Main Currents in igth Century Literature, 1901.